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Mini Project: 

Street Law  
Project Introduction: 
So you're driving to school, and speeding because you're running late.  You get pulled 
over.  The officer becomes very interested in something on the back seat.  She asks you 
to step out of the car and open the trunk.

Or, you're at a party having a good time.  You are doing nothing illegal, but people 
around you are having a few beers.  There may be some other shenanigans going as 
well: some kids keep disappearing into the bedroom and closing the door.  You decide to
leave but, suddenly, the police are in the house and things start to get serious.

How do you react in these situations?  How should you respond to police questioning?  
Are the police telling you the truth – do they have to?  What are your rights and 
protections?  How do you confront a bristly adult law enforcement officer correctly to 
ensure that you enjoy all of your legal protections while not making the situation worse 
for yourself?  

In these moments, there is no greater threat to you than your own ignorance.  To enter 
the adult world, you must be equipped with some fundamental understandings of your 
rights and protections.  What you don't know can and may be used against you.

In this mini-project, we'll try to unpack and answer some questions posed by the 
scenarios above.  

Essential Question: How do we balance the need for personal privacy (liberty) with the
need to keep a safe, orderly, and just society?  

Objectives: students will...
1. Identify situations in which police can legally arrest/detain you both with and 

without a warrant.
2. Explain the legal difference between a hunch, suspicion, reasonable suspicion, 

and probable cause, and apply these differences to real-life situations.  
3. Know what to do (and what not to do) during an encounter with the police. 
4. Know the freedoms and restrictions on police search and seizure (when, where, 

why and under what circumstances a person or item may be searched or 'seized') 
5. Understand that these protections come directly from the 4th Amendment to the 

US Constitution.  
6. Present what they know to the larger student body individually, or in small 

groups, in a way that is fitting and appropriate.  
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Content/Vocabulary: 
Reasonable Expectation of Privacy
Due Process
Warrant
Case Law
Terry Stop

Reasonable Suspicion
Probable Cause
The “School Exception” to Probable Cause
Search and Seizure
Miranda rights

Your product: 
You will need to take what you know (or pieces of it) and create something both 
beautiful and informative.  Most mediums should work well for this, so it is up to you to 
come up with something appropriately dazzling.  Some reasonable formats might 
include a comic strip, detailed political cartoon, informative brochure, a short video or 
skit, handouts for students, a song or music video, an informative poster, etc.  Something
for the Quill?  Anything else you can think of?

Exhibition:
We will have a small, public exhibition of your work here at school.  What your 
exhibition will look like will be up to you and should be appropriate for your medium (if
you decide on a poster, we'll put it up.  If you make a handout for students, we'll hand it 
out, etc).  No time outside of class (or fancy outfits) will be required – only love.  

Schedule, Due Dates, and Assessment: (dates are tentative and subject to change)
• Content: We will learn content from Friday 8/22 to Wednesday 8/27.
• Project Work Time: 2 full class periods – Thursday and Friday  (8/28-29)
• Weekend work time – optional.
• DEADLINE: Bring your final product to school on Tuesday, 9/2.  Present/Exhibit 

Your product will be assessed on your ability to present truth, depth, and beauty in 
whatever medium you like.  (24 points, Summative)

Rubric: Street Law 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1
Amazing! 
(exceeds 
standard)

Pretty darn 
good (meets 
standard)

Working on 
it (just below
standard)

Needs work
(emerging)

Truth: Does your work matter?  Does it deal with a 
crucial topic in a way that shows you are aware of this 
importance?  Do you make your audience aware? 

Depth:  Is it evident that you made the choice to think 
deeply about your topic?  Does it make your audience 
think deeply as well? 

Beauty:  Beautiful work is shown here by refinement, 
attention to detail, and visible pride in your work – 
sharp presentation, no typos, errors, etc.   


